
 
 

Statement on Trump’s Policy of Separating Children from Their Families 

Learning Rights is a Los Angeles-based nonprofit legal services organization whose core mission 

is ensuring that all students are provided with equitable access to the public education system.  

We serve low-income families, regardless of their immigration status, all over Southern 

California. We are enraged by the current Trump Administration’s policy of separating 

undocumented families. This deplorable policy has torn apart over 2,000 children from their 

parents. Such a policy is antithetical to Learning Rights’ vision of a world in which every child, 

whether born in California, immigrant or undocumented, has the opportunity to learn while in the 

United States. Providing an education to immigrant and undocumented children is not only the 

humane thing to do, but it aligns with United States Supreme Court precedent.1  

We urge the Trump Administration to end the cruel separation of families. No parent and child 

should ever be separated from each other. At the hands of the Trump Administration, families at 

the border are suffering and being traumatized. Nearly 90% of detained youth have been 

diagnosed with mental health needs,2 even more so have reported at least one traumatic 

experience.3 Trauma can trigger lasting effects, as proven by the Center for Disease Control’s 

(CDC) Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) study. According to the CDC, traumatized 

children are more susceptible to depression, poor academic achievement, and a host of other 

negative health and well-being outcomes.4 The long-term emotional effects of separating 

families will be felt by innocent children, their families and, eventually, all Americans.   

 

While the Trump Administration treats these children as second class citizens, many may qualify 

for status in the United States through family asylum claims, existing family relations, etc. 

Americans will then be tasked with rectifying the Trump Administration’s cruelty.  

 

In addition to inflicting trauma on innocent youth and their families, there may also be conflicts 

with federal laws such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Americans 

with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, that protect children with 

disabilities once in the United States. In their rush to enforce a “zero tolerance” immigration 

policy, the Trump Administration might well be violating some of our country’s basic due 

process protections for children.  

 

Learning Rights urges the Trump Administration to stop separating children from their families. 

In the meantime, Learning Rights looks forward to working with any child or family, regardless 

of their citizenship or immigration status, who seeks access to an education. Please call us at 

(213) 489-4030 if you or someone you know needs assistance.  
 

                                                           
1 See Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202 (1982).  
2 See Pam Stenhjem, “Youth with Disabilities in the Juvenile Justice System: Prevention and Intervention 

Strategies” (2005), available at http://www.ncset.org/publications/printresource.asp?id=1929.  
3Development Services Group, Inc. 2017. “Intersection Between Mental Health and the Juvenile Justice 

System.” Literature review. Washington, D.C.: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 

https://www.ojjdp.gov/mpg/litreviews/Intersection-Mental-Health-Juvenile-Justice.pdf. 
4 For more information, see: https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/about.html.  
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